Cytoplasmic GpIIb-IIIa and cytokine secretion by blasts in a case of megakaryoblastic transformation of essential thrombocythemia.
A 49-year-old woman with a four year history of therapy resistant essential thrombocythemia, progressed to acute leukemia that also proved refractory to chemotherapy. Blast cell features including immunophenotype, cytogenetics and in vitro cell cultures, suggested megakaryoblastic leukemia. In serum-free culture, blasts released GM-CSF and IL-6 which sustained autocrine growth and promoted normal myeloid and megakaryocytic colony formation.